
PINELLAS COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
November 20, 2019 

 
The Pinellas County Tourist Development Council (TDC), as created under Pinellas County 
Ordinance 78-20 pursuant to Section 125.0104, Florida Statutes, met in regular session in the 
Board of County Commissioners (BCC) Assembly Room, 315 Court Street, Fifth Floor, 
Clearwater, Florida, on this date at 9:01 A.M. with the following members present: 
 
Karen Williams Seel, BCC Chair, Chair 
Russ Kimball, Sheraton Sand Key Resort, Vice-Chair 
Julie Ward Bujalski, City of Dunedin Mayor (late arrival) 
George Cretekos, City of Clearwater Mayor 
Charlie Gerdes, City of St. Petersburg Councilmember 
Phil Henderson, Jr., StarLite Cruises 
Joanne “Cookie” Kennedy, City of Indian Rocks Beach Mayor 
Doreen Moore, Travel Resort Services, Inc. 
Keith Overton, TradeWinds Island Resorts 
Trisha Rodriguez, Clearwater Ferry 
Anthony Satterfield, Alden Suites 
 
Not Present 
Charles Prather, The Birchwood Inn 
 
Others Present 
Paul Sacco, Visit St. Pete/Clearwater (VSPC) Interim President and CEO 

Tim Ramsberger, Chief Operating Officer 
Tony Armer, Film Commissioner 
Leroy Bridges, Vice-President, Digital & Communications 
Katie Bridges, Senior Advertising Manager  
Liz McCann, Executive Administrative Assistant 
Teri Tuxhorn, Administrative Director 

Michael Zas, Managing Assistant County Attorney 
Other Interested Individuals 
Jenny Masinovsky, Board Reporter, Deputy Clerk 
 

Agenda 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL – Chair Karen Seel 
 

II. CHAIR COMMENTS 
 

III. APPROVAL OF TDC MINUTES – September 18, 2019 TDC Meeting 
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IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

V. COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORT – Michael A. Zas 
 

VI. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
A. Film Commission – Tony Armer 

 
VII. VSPC INTERIM PRESIDENT AND CEO REPORT – Paul Sacco 

A. Tourism Economics Snapshot – September 2019 
B. Pinellas County Bed Tax – September 2019 

 
VIII. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 
All documents and presentations provided to the Clerk’s Office have been made a part of the record. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Seel called the meeting to order at 9:01 A.M.  At her request, those in attendance introduced 
themselves. 
 
 
CHAIR COMMENTS  
 
Chair Seel indicated that staff plans to present a full marketing update to the Council at the 
December TDC meeting; and that the Budget and Finance Subcommittee will meet sometime after 
the new VSPC President and CEO, Steve Hayes, assumes his position, noting that he will attend 
the December meeting. 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 18, 2019 MEETING – APPROVED 
 
Upon motion by Ms. Moore, seconded by Mr. Satterfield and carried unanimously, the minutes of 
the September 18, 2019 meeting were approved. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Treasure Island and Madeira Beach Chamber of Commerce President Missy H. Hahn provided 
information regarding an upcoming Merry Beach Market event on December 14 in Madeira Beach. 
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COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORT – NONE 
 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Film Commission 
 
Mr. Armer referred to a PowerPoint presentation titled Film the Beach, and discussed the 
department’s mission and responsibilities, strategies for growing the industry without a state film 
incentive, and marketing and outreach efforts, highlighting the following: 
 
• The Commission markets and promotes the area for filming and works with productions to 

ensure they have the resources they need. 
 
• The Commission focuses on feature films budgeted under $2 million and aggressively 

promoting and utilizing the local incentive program, which has helped make up for the lack of 
a state incentive. 

 
• In Fiscal Year 2019, 15 films were shot, generating almost $8 million in direct expenditures, 

over 3,600 room nights, and over $13 million in marketing value, making it the most successful 
year, completing the best five-year period in the 27-year history of the Commission, and there 
are more projects in the pipeline.   

 
• Building relationships at conferences, tradeshows, and festivals, as well as hosting local film 

festivals, plays a significant role in promoting the area for filming. 
 
• Commercial production generated $2.5 million in spending and $500,000 in photo shoots. 
 
During discussion and responding to queries by the members, Mr. Armer provided information 
relating to the film permitting process, direct expenditures, and joint projects with other counties.  
He indicated that coordination and open communication between the County and its municipalities 
make permitting easy; and that while direct expenditures include spending in the surrounding 
counties, most of the filming crew lives in Pinellas, and a certain number of days showcasing the 
destination is ensured, noting that visitors see the Tampa Bay area as one destination without 
county lines. 
 
Mayor Bujalski thanked Mr. Armer for his support of the Dunedin International Film Festival and 
noted that she is pleased with the film budget increase for next year.  Responding to her query as 
to the locally filmed controversial reality television series Floribama Shore, Mr. Armer remarked 
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that the production did not receive any financial support from the County; and that policing the 
content is not the Commission’s job; whereupon, he noted that the project profited the economy. 
 
 
VSPC INTERIM PRESIDENT AND CEO REPORT 
 
Tourism Economics Snapshot and Pinellas County Bed Tax – September 2019 
 
Referring to a PowerPoint presentation titled Tourism Economics Snapshot, Mr. Sacco reviewed 
the market comparison and year-to-date data for rooms sold, average daily rate, and revenue per 
available room, and presented financial and statistical information regarding the TDT revenue, 
including a new six-year growth snapshot.  He remarked that Fiscal Year 2019 revenue reached 
an unprecedented $62.7 million, and Chair Seel congratulated everyone on exceeding the $60-
million goal.   
 
Later in the meeting, Mayor Bujalski requested that additional comparative information be 
provided relating to the six-year TDT revenue growth data. 
 
In response to comment by Mr. Sacco, Mr. Bridges announced that VSPC is a top 2019 Flagler 
Award recipient for a project utilizing digital and traditional marketing to showcase St. 
Petersburg’s Central Avenue.  He discussed the importance of the project in promoting non-beach 
assets of the destination, including highlighting over 50 small businesses, and praised his team and 
Miles Partnership for their work, noting that the project videos can be found on the VSPC website; 
whereupon, responding to query by Chair Seel, Councilmember Gerdes welcomed the opportunity 
for a project presentation before the St. Petersburg City Council. 
 
 
MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Noting that it is his last meeting as the VSPC Interim President and CEO, Mr. Sacco thanked the 
Council and County Administration for the opportunity to lead the organization and recognized 
staff as first class professionals; whereupon, Chair Seel and the members expressed gratitude to 
Mr. Sacco for his service, diligence, and responsiveness, noting that he assumed the 
responsibilities of running both VSPC and the Solid Waste Department at the same time.  
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Councilmember Gerdes 
 
Thanked the Council for recommending three Fiscal Year 2019 Capital Project Funding Program 
applications to the BCC, indicating that the BCC unanimously voted to approve them and directed  
staff to proceed with negotiations. 
 
Mayor Cretekos 
 
Voiced concern regarding the recent renaming of Tampa Hillsborough Economic Development 
Corporation and the Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce to Tampa Bay Economic 
Development Corporation and the Tampa Bay Chamber, respectively, and requested a report 
evaluating the effect of the renaming on the efforts of VSPC to promote regionalism; whereupon, 
Chair Seel provided examples of Visit Tampa Bay focusing on both sides of the bay and the 
subsequent improvement in communication and the relationship, and brief discussion ensued. 
 
Mr. Kimball 
 
Noted the importance of all members attending the Florida Tourism Day 2020, scheduled for 
January 22 in Tallahassee.  
 
Related that 46 of the 71 living Medal of Honor recipients recently attended a Medal of Honor 
convention in Tampa, and shared his experience of hosting 21 of them at the Sheraton Sand Key 
Resort, noting the warm welcome extended to the honorees by the City of Clearwater and local 
businesses. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:41 A.M. 
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