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Activity Report 
 

ARTS AND TOURISM MARKETING 
 
February was a huge month for Arts and Tourism Marketing for Creative Pinellas.  
 
In addition to submitting a decision package for Arts and Tourism Outreach and 
Activation, for F/Y 2024 we worked with VSPC to do a media audit, to measure the 
impact of our PR media placements for 2022 and the beginning of 2023. 
 
And Boy Did We Deliver!!!! 
 
PR Audit Report 
 
From January 1, 2022, through February 28, 2023, Creative Pinellas received 488 
media placements, leading to 1,834,130,969 in media impressions for an advertising 
equivalency value of $13,965,711.70 million dollars.  Here are some slides that capture 
that information. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
  
 
 

 
Localtopia 
 
In February, in collaboration with VSPC  we 
attended Localtopia. As our (Creative Pinellas) 
first large-scale community activation in some 
time it was wonderful to be embedded in the 
community. In talking with some of the attendees 
we learned that they are excited about the 
opportunities experience arts at the Gallery at 
Creative Pinellas and to see the new exhibitions.  
 
One woman commented “I make visiting the 
Gallery and the gardens a must do on my list 
every month. . . “ Another attendee mentioned that they “live close to Walsingham 
Park and they visit the gallery regularly now and enjoy the receptions” adding that 
she tells all her friends to visit too.  During the festival Creative Pinellas was also able 
to do outreach with vendors, organizations and the community to let them know 
about the Arts Summer Camp Grant and Artist Grant programs.  

 
Attendees were able to “experience the arts” in the Arts 
Coast by coloring in their own section of our beautiful 35 
miles of sugar-sand-bliss with the GIANT Coloring Book 
sponsored by Visit St Pete Clearwater, featuring the Arts 
Navigator. Both adults and children enjoyed coloring on 
such a large scale. Other children and adults chose to take 
a pause at the coloring station and try out the Arts 
Navigator.  
 
Brandee, from VSPC led the way at the activation as the 



presenting sponsor for Localtopia and gave a shout out to the Arts Navigator 
powered by Creative Pinellas on the morning news. It was nice to listen to people 
share their excitement about the arts events and activities they saw when the used 
the Arts Navigator. 
 
Creative Pinellas experienced high engagement in social media during Localtopia, a 
result of the foundation the team has been building.   
Here are the stats: 

• 2 of the top 3 highest viewed video in the last 30 days 
- Localtopia 

• 217 Views on Instagram - #1 Viewed Video  
• 88 of the viewers were non-followers of Creative 

Pinellas - #1 Viewed Video 
• 7 New people engaged with our website and email - 

#1 viewed video.    
  

St. Petersburg Mayor, Ken 
Welch, stopped by to say hello 
while enjoying a cup of local 
Kahwa coffee mid-morning. He 
took pictures with the VSPC 
and the Creative Pinellas team and as a former 
Creative Pinellas 
Director and Arts 
Navigator Committee 
Member, was happy to 
see the Arts Navigator 
out in the community.  
 

 
Arts Navigator 

 
The Arts Navigator message is alive in the community 
as we connected with over 400 attendees with either 
sunglasses, luggage tags, tote bags, and flyers that 
promoted the Navigator and included information 
about the Arts Summer Camp Grant.  
 



 
We also connected with over 200 attendees about the Arts Navigator in Largo at the 
Gallery, the Botanical Gardens and Heritage Village and they gladly took more 
information and were excited to come and visit or continue to visit.  

https://vimeo.com/creativepinellas/localtopia 
 

 
GALLERY AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 
 
African American Heritage Celebration – Saturday March 25, 2023     

Taking place throughout Pinewood 
Park, the PAAHC entered the second 
year of its revival.  Creative Pinellas 
had activities outside the gallery  
including the wishing gate and a 
table about our summer camp 
grants; we had art activities for Out 
of Eden, and the Freemans brought 
coloring pages they created using 
their AI technology for their 
Imagining Blackness exhibit. 

 
Beth Gelmen, representing Creative Pinellas offered 
some  remarks about the importance of PAAHC and 
thanked Commissioner Janet Long for her 
attendance at and the County’s support of PAAHC. 

1023 visitors were counted by gallery staff – more 
than double the amount of visitors that came into 
the gallery last year during the event. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/creativepinellas/localtopia


 
Youth Art Showcase 
 
Creative Pinellas hosted the Youth Art Showcase, during 
the Celebration.  A collaborative effort between PCSD and 
the festival, Creative Pinellas featured the work of public 
school students addressing African American history.  Staff 
was able to watch the excitement of the students at seeing 
their art displayed in the gallery and were privileged to see 
some deeply emotional responses from their parents.  

 

Fire Sister Fly 

 

Fire, Sister Fly, a play by Jake Ann 
Jones, the Creative Pinellas Artist 
Laurette, about relationships, 

science, love, and loss was also featured as part of 
the African American Heritage Celebration. Directed 
by Erica Sutherland, with a marvelous group of 
actors, the production integrated imagery and 
sound design. The process to create a new piece of 
work is always fascinating but watching this 
particular work come to life has been especially 
interesting and exciting.  Erica is a master of the art 
of the “talkback,” so there was a lively and informative conversation after the play.  

 



Current Exhibits and Activities 

Out of Eden  January 19, 2023 - April 16, 2023   

Cuban American Artist Yolanda Sanchez’ work 
continues to wow audiences at the gallery.  

Her natured inspired paintings evoke the brightly 
colored landscape of La Floida and her textiles are 
created using the traditional Korean Bojagi 
wrapping technique.  The body of her artwork is full 
of lush, vibrant colors that reflect the landscape 
surrounding the Gallery at Creative Pinellas and all 
of Pinewood Park. The exhibition will be up through 
April 16th and we have received queries from other 
Florida institutions who are interested in showing 
Yolanda’s work.  (This just in: Museum of Art – Deland will be showing Yolanda’s work 
next spring. They made the decision to book her work based on the photographs, 
reviews, and pamphlet from our exhibition!)  

 

IMAGINE BLACKNESS: ALTERNATE REALITIES AND COLLECTIVE DREAMING  
January 19 – February 26, 2023 
This exhibition continued to receive attention from the media 
and word of mouth through the end of its run on February 26. 
The first exhibition based on their Instagram series; the 
Freemans are very excited to start thinking about the next 
iteration. This exhibition has also brought interest and 
questions from other institutions. It’s really wonderful to be 
part of Creative Pinellas’ mission to be a launch pad for 
fabulous local artists. 
 

 

 

 



Coffee Shop and Visitor Center @ the Gallery    

Our Pop-Up Holiday Café popped back open for the 
Pinellas African American Heritage Celebration.  
Changes have started to take place inside the former 
museum gift shop area, including a comfy couch, 
tables and chairs, and a large screen tv where, thanks 
to Kim’s inspired work, we are highlighting CP artists, 
Pinellas County attractions and, of course, our Arts 
Navigator!  We are just beginning our drive to become 

the hub for information about cultural arts experiences and opportunities in Pinellas 
County, pitching to the varied organizations for both hard copy literature as well as 
digital/video media. The official launch of the Visitor Center will be in July, but we are 
planning to keep the space open as we continue to make improvements in real time.  

First Mondays with American Stage 

On Monday, February 3, First Mondays presented a 
staged reading of Black Voices by Alexandria 
Crawford and Patrick Arthur Jackson (one of 2023 
Emerging Artist Grantees) in the lobby of the 
Gallery.  

On March 6, 2023 at 7pm First Mondays will 
present  

NOW by Vincent Terell Durham. A NOW organizer 
arrives at a home in 1973 Massapequa, Long 
Island with an invitation to liberate the long-
suffering housewife inside. She mistakes the Black 

housekeeper as the lady of the house. 
 

By the numbers: 

February Gallery Attendance: 3,636 

February Art Sales $460 

February Café Sales $431 

February Gallery Donations $642 



Upcoming Exhibits 

Student Exhibitions                                  

A partnership with the Pinellas Public School District 
and the Clearwater Arts Alliance, artwork from 
students will be on view in the Gallery during Youth 
Art Month (YAM) from March 4 – April 2, 2023, with 
a reception on Sunday March 5.  
 

Our Congressional Districts were changed this year 
and the Congressional District High School art 
show found itself without a home. Creative Pinellas 
stepped in and we will be displaying the student 
artwork from April 12 – May 14, 2023 with a reception on Saturday, May 13. 

After the show ends, the “Best of Show” artwork travels to Washington, DC to be 
displayed, with other congressional district winners, for one year in the Cannon 
Tunnel leading to the U.S. Capitol, and Award of Merit artworks are hung in the 13th 
District’s Office 

Emerging Artist Exhibition 2023 

Preliminary conversations with our 2023 Emerging Artists 
have been taking place as we prepare for this year’s 
Emerging Artist Exhibition. The exhibition opens with a 
reception on May 4 and runs through July 16, 2023, with 
artist talks scheduled throughout the run. This is a very 
interesting cohort of artists with many of them focused on 
the creation of installation art, i.e., large-scale, mixed-
media constructions. 



  

One of our Emerging Artist Grantees is director Patrick 
Arthur Jackson who is using the grant funds to produce 
and direct the play 61 Unused Pages by Vincent Turell 
Durham. While a video of the play will be shown as part of 
the exhibition, the play will be performed live on  Tuesday, 
April 25 at the Studio@620. 

 

Art from the Sixth Judicial Circuit Adult Drug Court 
(Title TBA) 

Opening Reception Wednesday, May 24, 2023, during National Drug Court Month. 
The Drug Court is a court-supervised, comprehensive drug treatment court for non-
violent defendants. A voluntary program, it involves frequent appearances before the 
drug court judge, substance abuse treatment, and random testing for substance 
abuse. To get part or all of the costs of 
supervision waived in Drug Court, 
defendants can participate in a variety of 
so-called challenges, including the fitness 
challenge, the no-smoking challenge, and 
the reading challenge. 

 One of the challenges instituted by 
current Drug Court Judge Todd is the “Art 
challenge” to create a self-reflective work 
of art. The created art hung up on the 
walls and on the shelves in Courtroom 10, 
home of drug court at the County Justice Center in Clearwater, runs the gamut from 
heart-breaking to inspirational. Working with the Court, we are reaching out to the 
artists to learn more about their journey and their experience creating their artworks. 
The result will be a community-based exhibit in the tradition of “The Things They Left 
Behind” that will use the arts to help put a face on the public health crisis of drug 
abuse and addiction that our community and country is experiencing. Thank you to 
Judge Todd and  Commissioner Kathleen Peters for making the connection with 
Creative Pinellas and seeing the  possibility of this exhibit.   



GRANTS 
 

2023 Emerging Artist Grant 
 
The Emerging Artist Grantees are well on 
their way to preparing for the EAG 
exhibition opening May 4th.  

A Emerging Artist Exhibition Home Page 
was created on the Creative Pinellas 
website where the grantees can easily 
review the dates to keep them on track for the EAG exhibition. Other pages on the 
website are the Emerging Artist Exhibition Artwork Manifest Submission and the 
Emerging Artist Exhibition Marketing Submission.  

We are excited for the next conversations with the EAGs on Wednesday, March 15, 
where we will discuss "Your Journey to the Exhibition & Marketing Yourself for the 
Exhibition."      

2023 Professional Artist Grant 

We are now in the panel application review stage! Eighty-five out of ninety-six 
applications made it through the first round of applications.  

We have an excellent panel for the PAG program. From educators in art, performers 
to visual artists. We are excited for the 
upcoming live panel review scheduled 
for March 18, 9am to 1pm where ten 
professional artists will be awarded 
$5000 and an additional $5000 going 
to the Artist Laureate. 

 

 

Top: (left to right) Barbara Pierce, Huyen Brown 
Middle: (left to right) Erica Luedtke, Arnie Lipsey, Noel 
Smith, Kevin Parrott 
Bottom: (left to right) Joanna Robotham, Harold Bryant Jr., 
Finn Schult, Matthew Wick 
 



2023 Artist Laureate 

Jake-Ann produced her eighth AfroQuantum show on 
February 21. Her guests for this episode were her fellow 
Professional Artist Grantees Fred Woods, Tamia Iman 
Kennedy, and artist Cora Marshall.  Episode nine of 
AfroQuantum will air on March 21 at 7 pm. Be sure to 
watch via Creative Pinellas Facebook Live. 

2023 Arts Summer Camp Grant 

The Arts Summer Camp grant is ready to launch on 
Wednesday, March 1. This is the grant that sends 
Pinellas Youth to a session of arts summer camp.  
Now in its 5th year, it is one of our most successful 
programs.   

The Marketing team has completed its marketing 
campaign, and the website is scheduled to be 
launched on Wednesday, March 1. Previous camp participants are starting to reach 
out to confirm the arts summer camp availability this 2023.  

NEA GRANTS 

We completed a “second” 
(lightning) round of NEA grants.  
Of our original award for 
regranting of $500,000 with 
$450,000 for regranting, we were 
able to distribute all but $22,000.  
We reached out to the NEA with a 
proposal that we distribute “mini 
grants” of $1,000 each, to non-
profit arts organizations that 
were often overlooked in the grant process.  (Too small, too new, too unpracticed in 
the application process).  Through an active grass root effort we reached out, 
focusing on organizations that often served under-resourced organizations and 
were able to approve 14 new grants including: 

 



96.7 FM Radio St Pete 
Al  Downing Tampa Bay Jazz Association 
Blue Butterfly Productions 
Diversity Arts Inc 
Dunedin Music Society 
Dunedin Pipe Band 
Hazley Music School 
One City Chorus 
Pinellas Diaspora Arts Project 
Project Alchemy Inc 
Suncoast Jazz Festival 
Tampa Bay Ukelele Society 
Tarpon Art Guild  
Veterans Art Center 

 

 

PARTNERSHIP ACTIVITIES 
SPACEcraft 
SPACEcraft programming is over and complete.  What a wonderful public art activity 
that we had a chance to engage in and deliver.  (Funded by BP Funds, courtesy of 
the BCC).  We still have a few more things to do, and some good news. 

• We have moved the SPACEcraft containers to the City of Largo’s public works 
facility, where they are undergoing 
some maintenance and repair.  This 
activity is included in our original budget 
with the County, as contingency.  

• The SPACEcraft team is writing a final 
report, that will collect and archive the 
full 2 plus years of the project.  (We keep 
encouraging them to produce a book!).  
This is also part of the original 
agreement.  

• We received a $25,000 grant from the city of Largo, and will use those funds to 
take the SPACEcraft containers and programming to Largo Central Park, 



where we will offer SPACEcraft “analogous” programming through the 
summer.  

o Mitzi Gordon (SPACEcraft coordinator) is moving to NYC in March. 

o We have been working with her to identify to members of the 
SPACEcraft team who will take over coordination of the project for the 
summer 

 Scheduling activities 

 Managing the activities and space 

o NOMAD Art Bus (Carrie Boucher) who has been the fiscal partner for 
SPACEcraft and also part of the team, will manage the project for us 
during its Largo visit. 

• After that – the sky is the limit!   

o Board member Jason Hackenwerth has some ideas (already) and we 
will be working closely with him on next steps.  Additionally: 

o Dead Garvin (and USFSP Vice Chancellor Christian Hardigree) have 
expressed interest sin engaging their students with the next version of 
this project 

o Jonathan Ogle from Pinellas Public Schools is also excited by the idea 
that we may be able to do something together 

Lealman Murals 
 
We have completed two of the three Lealman 
murals. 
Ceramics by Kayla 
 
 
 
 
 



Lealman Innovation Academy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And have 
started work on the third mural at Tommy Todd’s Nursery. 
 

 
 
 



Public Works Signal Box Project 
 
We received an unprecedented 80+ 
applications for our (brand new) signal 
box wrap project with Pinellas County 
Public Works.  Because the numbers were 
so high, we extended the time period for 
our panel to review the application by 
about 3 weeks.  We also changed our 
original plan – which was to do two 
cycles of 3 and 6, to choosing up to 9 
from this first cycle 
(depending on the quality 
of the applications.) 
 
In the past, for projects like this 
(the Rays Poster series, our 
murals) we received 15 – 25 applications.  So, we had designed our review process 
and the two cycles with this in mind.   
 
We don’t know yet if this trend will be on-going or it is an anomaly.  Either way, we are 
very excited about the community response. 
 

Co. Starters 

Creative Pinellas along with the 
Tampa Bay Innovation Center 
began the next STEAM powered by 
CO.STARTERS Cohort #17 for its 10-
week program held virtually on 
Zoom.  
 
This program, which teaches artists 
the fundamentals of 
creating and running their 
arts business is an 
incredibly successful program in 

https://creativepinellas.org/opportunity/co-starters-2022-cohort-16/


partnership with the Tampa Bay Innovation Center.   To date, we have 
enrolled over 300 artists, arts entrepreneurs, and arts business/arts 
organization leaders in the Co. Starters program.  

 

INFLUENCE  

In February Press 
included 

‘Out of Eden’ 
nature-
inspired 
exhibit on 
display in 
Largo 
Please click here 
for the full article. 

"She's Cuban-American, and she brings this Caribbean-feel to her and you 
can see the colors reflected in this exhibition that not only are Miami colors 
but, of course, the colors that we see around us here in Tampa Bay every day," 
explained Beth Gelman, the senior director of arts and cultural programming 
at Creative Pinellas. 

Other press in February included: 

Celebrate Black History Month with these Tampa Bay events – Tampa Bay 
Times 
Postcards from the Future- Your Sun 
Happenings: A&E news and events – Tampa Bay Newspaper 
‘Out of Eden’ experience opens in Largo – Fox 13 
AI helping to create images of Blackness at a Florida gallery – The Guam Daily 
New in the Burg: 8+ new businesses, exhibits, events & grand openings – I 
LOVE THE BURG 

https://www.fox13news.com/news/out-of-eden-nature-inspired-exhibit-on-display-in-largo
https://www.fox13news.com/news/out-of-eden-nature-inspired-exhibit-on-display-in-largo
https://www.tampabay.com/life-culture/entertainment/things-to-do/2023/02/01/celebrate-black-history-month-with-these-tampa-bay-events/
https://www.tampabay.com/life-culture/entertainment/things-to-do/2023/02/01/celebrate-black-history-month-with-these-tampa-bay-events/
https://www.yoursun.com/postcards-from-the-future/image_dca5abc2-a3ef-11ed-b7ee-7353fd212510.html
https://www.tbnweekly.com/diversions/article_23c45b2c-a196-11ed-ad7f-ab2c6122101d.html
https://www.fox13news.com/video/1176264
https://www.postguam.com/entertainment/ai-helping-to-create-images-of-blackness-at-a-florida-gallery/article_7813d716-a529-11ed-906e-cb9e6fd19cb7.html
https://ilovetheburg.com/whats-new-st-pete/
https://ilovetheburg.com/whats-new-st-pete/


At a Largo gallery, artificial intelligence helps create images of Blackness – 
SPOT ON Florida 
Something of a Mystery: Paintings by David Larson Evans – Tampa Bay 
Newspaper 
Arts In Pinellas: Out Of Eden, Dark Side Of Moon, Blues On The Block – OUT OF 
EDEN – Patch 
Arts In Pinellas: Out Of Eden, Dark Side Of Moon, Blues On The Block – Third 
Saturdays - Patch 
McArthur Freeman | Boundless Bulls – Boundless Bulls 
Pinellas African American Heritage Celebration to feature entertainment, 
education – Tampa Bay Newspaper 
Pinellas African American Heritage Celebration caps Black History Month – 83 
Degrees 
Weekend Top 10: Fire & Light, Tom Kramer Photography Opening, African 
American Heritage Celebration, Radio Theatre, & Cirque Ma’Ceo – Registry 
Tampa Bay 
Attention Banksy Wannabes -Paradise News 
March arts roundup. Pinellas African American Heritage Celebration. Tampa 
Bay Wave. Tampa Soulwalk. Art Keeble. Tampa Bay History Center Black 
History Month Reception in photos (sent 2/28/23) – 83 Degrees Email 
Newsletter 
 
Arts Coast Magazine Featured Articles Included 

Arts Coast Artists at Work 

Updates from Creative Pinellas Grant Recipients 

 

https://spotonflorida.com/southwest-florida/4428231/at-a-largo-gallery-artificial-intelligence.html
https://spotonflorida.com/southwest-florida/4428231/at-a-largo-gallery-artificial-intelligence.html
https://www.tbnweekly.com/local-events/?_evDiscoveryPath=/event%2F1521722-something-of-a-mystery-paintings-by-david-larson-evans
https://www.tbnweekly.com/local-events/?_evDiscoveryPath=/event%2F1521722-something-of-a-mystery-paintings-by-david-larson-evans
https://patch.com/florida/clearwater/pinellas-e-out-eden-dark-side-moon-blues-block
https://patch.com/florida/clearwater/pinellas-e-out-eden-dark-side-moon-blues-block
https://patch.com/florida/clearwater/pinellas-e-out-eden-dark-side-moon-blues-block
https://patch.com/florida/clearwater/pinellas-e-out-eden-dark-side-moon-blues-block
https://www.usf.edu/news/boundless-bulls/faculty-staff/mcarthur-freeman.aspx
https://www.tbnweekly.com/largo_leader/article_fe8877a4-b152-11ed-8da9-97812b3efbd8.html
https://www.tbnweekly.com/largo_leader/article_fe8877a4-b152-11ed-8da9-97812b3efbd8.html
mailto:https://www.83degreesmedia.com/features/Pinellas-African-American-Heritage-Celebration-caps-Black-History-Month-022823.aspx
mailto:https://www.83degreesmedia.com/features/Pinellas-African-American-Heritage-Celebration-caps-Black-History-Month-022823.aspx
mailto:https://registrytampabay.com/weekend-top-10-fire-light-true-stories-african-american-heritage-celebration-radio-theatre-cirque-maceo/
mailto:https://registrytampabay.com/weekend-top-10-fire-light-true-stories-african-american-heritage-celebration-radio-theatre-cirque-maceo/
mailto:https://registrytampabay.com/weekend-top-10-fire-light-true-stories-african-american-heritage-celebration-radio-theatre-cirque-maceo/
mailto:https://issuu.com/paradisenewsfl/docs/paradise-news-march-2023
mailto:https://www.83degreesmedia.com/
mailto:https://www.83degreesmedia.com/
mailto:https://www.83degreesmedia.com/
mailto:https://www.83degreesmedia.com/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/meet-my-mentor-brenda-mcmahon/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/meet-my-mentor-brenda-mcmahon/


Meet My Mentor, Brenda McMahon 

 
As an Emerging Artist Grantee, I was paired with a mentor to guide  and share 
professional insight as I create work and form relationships with the 
community of artists in… Read More 

 
Difficulty creates inspiration. 

 
I recently posed the question on social media asking what people wanted to 
know about me and many of you asked “where do you get your inspiration 
from? Honestly there… Read More 

 
Finding the voice that’s my own 

 
I have talked a lot about symbols, language and lexicon in my statements 
and blogs. My totems and repeated iconography were once my very own. no 
one else was doing… Read More 

https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/meet-my-mentor-brenda-mcmahon/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/meet-my-mentor-brenda-mcmahon/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/meet-my-mentor-brenda-mcmahon/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/difficulty-creates-inspiration/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/difficulty-creates-inspiration/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/difficulty-creates-inspiration/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/finding-the-voice-thats-my-own/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/finding-the-voice-thats-my-own/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/finding-the-voice-thats-my-own/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/difficulty-creates-inspiration/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/finding-the-voice-thats-my-own/


Visual Arts and Film 

 
Get Inspired at the MFA 

 
By Jennifer Ring. Feeling uninspired? Consider visiting the Museum of Fine Arts. 
That’s what I did when the MFA hosted Maira Kalman in Conversation with Bob 
Morris – launching an exciting slate of programming designed to make you 
think, feel and discuss. And if Kalman and Morris’s conversation is any 
indication of what’s to come, it’s going to be awesome…. Read More 

 
True Nature 

 
By Emily Lee Stehle. This remarkable exhibit at the MFA showcases Auguste 
Rodin’s best-known sculptures alongside other Impressionist masterworks 
from artists of his time. Drawn from the permanent collection of the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art, the show offers a comprehensive look at 
Rodin’s influential and revolutionary life as an artist…. Read More 

https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/get-inspired-at-the-mfa/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/get-inspired-at-the-mfa/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/get-inspired-at-the-mfa/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/true-nature/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/true-nature/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/true-nature/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/get-inspired-at-the-mfa/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/true-nature/


 
The Art of Dreaming 

 
By Tony Wong Palms. It is fitting that the Dalí Museum is hosting a dream 
exhibition as the Surrealists bring forth dreamscapes of the unconscious. The 
works, spanning the 16th to the 20th centuries of Western art history, bring 
together the public and the private, exploring a bit more of who or what we 
are through the intimacy of dreams…. Read More 

 

Performing Arts 

 
Empowering Seniors Through Theater 

 
SAGES Theater in Tarpon Springs presents three Plays with Purpose this year, 
all with free admission. Each event entertains, educates and empowers 
seniors to meet the challenges of aging with humor and wisdom…. Read More 

https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/the-art-of-dreaming/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/the-art-of-dreaming/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/the-art-of-dreaming/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/empowering-seniors-through-theater/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/empowering-seniors-through-theater/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/empowering-seniors-through-theater/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/the-art-of-dreaming/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/empowering-seniors-through-theater/


 
Rocking with Rachmaninoff 

 
By Kurt Loft. If you had a front-row seat for Joyce Yang’s performance of 
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 3 with the Florida Orchestra last Sunday at 
the Straz Center, you witnessed a bit of magic. Or, more accurately, you were 
swept up by an artist’s ability to concentrate on a magical level…. Read More 

 
Moved by ARTS ALIVE! 

 
By Harriet Monzon-Aguirre. Visiting the Leepa-Rattner’s ARTS ALIVE! exhibit and 
seeing Thomas dancing with the photos, Madeline’s movements and 
William’s topsy-turvy viewing made me realize exactly what the entire 
exhibition was showcasing – how the human body and its movement through 
space is an important form of creative expression. … Read More 

 

https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/rocking-with-rachmaninoff/
https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/rocking-with-rachmaninoff/
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Literary Arts 

 
Migrations & Other Exiles 

 
By Letisia Cruz. Many of the poems in “Migrations & Other Exiles” began as a 
way of revisiting and acknowledging the violence of my youth without fear or 
judgment. They explore minority women’s issues, immigration and exile, my 
father’s murder, my mother’s experience with domestic violence, and the 
relationships of my youth…. Read More 

 
ReadOUT 2023 

 
The LGBTQ Resource Center of the Gulfport Library welcomes readers to its 6th 
annual ReadOut Literary Festival this weekend, a free event at the Gulfport 
Public Library and livestreamed on Zoom. More than 80 authors and a 
worldwide audience will celebrate the rich diversity of LGBTQ literature. … Read 
More 
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Push a Button – Get a Story 

 
By Jennifer Ring. What do Harvard Medical School and the Palm Harbor Library 
have in common? A short story dispenser made in France. You push the 
button and a story comes out of the machine like a grocery store receipt 
coming out of a cash register…. Read More 

 

Arts and Education 

 
Get Inspired at the MFA 

 
By Jennifer Ring. Feeling uninspired? Consider visiting the Museum of Fine Arts. 
That’s what I did when the MFA hosted Maira Kalman in Conversation with Bob 
Morris – launching an exciting slate of programming designed to make you 
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think, feel and discuss. And if Kalman and Morris’s conversation is any 
indication of what’s to come, it’s going to be awesome…. Read More 

 
Moved by ARTS ALIVE! 

 
By Harriet Monzon-Aguirre. Visiting the Leepa-Rattner’s ARTS ALIVE! exhibit and 
seeing Thomas dancing with the photos, Madeline’s movements and 
William’s topsy-turvy viewing made me realize exactly what the entire 
exhibition was showcasing – how the human body and its movement through 
space is an important form of creative expression. … Read More 

 
Focusing on Foundation 

 
By Laura Kepner. Tommy Bell is a musician, teacher, stand-up-comedian – 
and he can’t remember a time when he wasn’t a visual artist. “It’s been all 
kinds of art on and off since I was born, really.” Bell teaches at the Morean Arts 
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Center and believes foundation must be the initial focus in any creative 
endeavor…. Read More 

February Web, Email & Social Media 
Web Site 

·      Users: 8,676 (35%)  
·      Pageviews: 18,885 (-8%) 
·      New Users: 8,284 (-16%) 
·      Users - Top 5 Regions: Florida (3,652), Texas (1,270), Washington (420), 
Virginia (222), and Georgia (218). 
 

Email  
·      Contacts: 6850 (2%) 
·      New Contacts: 292 (subscribes: 332, unsubscribes 40) 
·      Open Rate: 34% (-1%) 
·      Click Rate: 2% (1%) 
 

Twitter 
·        New Followers: 4 
·        Impressions: 4,050 (-39,6%) 
·        Mentions: 4 (-64%) 
·        Total Followers: 3,791 (5) 
·        Profile Visits 98 (512.5%) 
·        Tweets: 135 (1,400%) 

 
Facebook 

·        New Page Likes: 59 (-39%) 
·        New Followers: 61 (-626%) 
·        Post Reach: 30,173 (9.1%) 
·        Paid Reach: 18,278 (123.4%) 
 TOP POST: ARTworks Signal Box 
·        Post Engagements: 4,426(-9%) 
·        Total Likes: 6,700  
 

Instagram 
·        Overall Followers Growth: 80 (121 follows / 41 unfollows) 

https://creativepinellas.org/magazine/focusing-on-foundation/


·        Accounts Reached 4,969 (-46.8%/20% from ads)  
·        Accounts Engaged: 497 (-51.5%) 
·        Total Fans: 4,900 (+73) 
·        65 posts, 38 stories, and 3 reels 
·        Reel Interactions: 119 (-85.3) (405%) 
·        Live Video Interactions: 2 (+2)  
·        Top Locations: 28% St Petersburg, 7.6% Tampa, 4.6% Clearwater, 2.9% 
Largo, and 2.1% Dunedin 
·        Post Interactions 1,596 (74.4%) 
1,297 likes, 61 comments, 97 saves, 92 shares  
 

Two Instagram data points: 

• Our top 6 videos include Localtopia videos at #1, Emerging Artist Meetup as #2, 
and Jake-Ann's afroQuantum Guests Feature at #3 

• Our top 6 posts include Now Hiring postings at #1, Signal Box Project at #2, Arts 
Coast Magazine Feature at #3 

     
 

   



 
 
LinkedIn 
·        Page Views: 39 (34.5%) 
·        Total Followers: 400 (+16/700%) 
·        Reactions: 23 (6 reposts) 
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